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Your Views
NRA puts guns ahead
of children’s safety
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FEATURED LETTER

Make the holidays safe and
sober on New Jersey roads

It’s not surprising for the NRA
and its CEO Wayne LaPierre, to
disown the original statement
that it would seek to engage in
The partners in EmPoWER Somerset include Prosecutor Geof“meaningful dialogue” on the
frey Soriano, Sheriff Frank Provenzano and all the police chiefs in
issue of gun control, in light of
Somerset County. The group hopes all are recovering from the
the recent massacre of 20 childevastating superstorm Sandy. Emergency service personnel
dren in Newtown, Conn., by a
worked around the clock during that dangerous storm and conderanged gunman. Adam Lanza
tinued to help in its aftermath. We are proud of the work they did,
fired a Bushmaster assault rifle
and sincerely hope you join us in applauding them.
11 times at each of the young
We now are in the holiday season,
children, aged 6 and 7, and had
with the desire to make it as safe as posmultiple rounds of ammunition
sible. EmPoWER Somerset would like
still unused; weapons registered
to remind everyone to enjoy each othto his mother, a gun enthusiast,
er’s company by drinking responsibly
who weaned him and his brother
or, better yet, if you have to drive, do not
on guns at a young age.
drink alcoholic beverages at all.
LaPierre vented his anger at
We know New Year’s Eve is a wellwhat the NRA considered the
known night for underage drinking. Staroot cause of such homicidal
tistics show that teens usually interact
madness: video games, movies,
with other teens who are within three Scan this QR code with
music videos and the media,
years of their age. This puts the 18-year- your smartphone for a
rather than gun violence, not
olds at risk of hanging around with list of taxi services in
even acknowledging the prolifersomeone who is 21 and can legally pur- Somerset County.
ation of lethal, rapid-fire weapchase alcoholic beverages.
onry such as those that preceded
The people at EmPoWER Somerset
Newtown — Oakland, Calif.,
ask that you take the time before the holidays to talk to your chilVirginia Tech and Colorado. Not
dren about their plans, and specifically make sure that they do not
publicized during the successive
include alcoholic beverages. Parents have a responsibility to
burials taking place in Newtown
know their children’s plans and to check when they come home at
was the report of a threat to comnight to make sure they have not been drinking.
mit another attack in that already
Whether you are going out or having company over your house,
grieving community (which
make sure there is a sober driver if alcoholic beverages are part of
turned out to be a hoax).
the menu.
But it was LaPierre’s ultimate
EmPoWER Somerset’s “Ride Home 2Nite” program offers losolution to the spate of mass
cal taxi services to get you or a loved one home safe. Make sure
killings that stole the headlines at
your children have taxi money and know where to reach you if
that news conference: An NRA
they find themselves in a situation where their friend, the driver,
resolution to station armed secuhas been drinking and the best course of action is a safe ride home.
rity at every school, with or withThis year, we are collaborating with the HERO campaign. The
out armed police presence, and to
HERO campaign encourages a person to volunteer to be a sober
arm teachers and school persondriver for the group. Liquor establishments that participate in the
nel, even volunteers.
program offer free soft drinks for the designated driver. Bill and
And to make sure every school
Muriel Elliott, parents of Ensign John Elliott, established the HEdistrict is “on the same page,” the
RO Campaign. In 2001, New Jersey adopted “John’s Law,” named
NRA has a program for interestin honor of Elliott, which requires police to impound cars of druned mayors, governors, school
ken drivers for up to 12 hours.
boards and superintendents, led
Arrest and having your car impounded is not the way any of us
by former Rep. Asa Hutchinson,
want you to spend this New Year’s Eve or any other time of the
R-Ark., to get things started.
year. Please join us in our attempt to keep our roadways safe. DeAs expected, LaPierre’s develop a plan now that discourages drinking and driving.
fense of all gun-owner rights, as
William G. Parenti
well as his “final” solution to
POLICE CHIEF
protect us all from mass maniaNORTH PLAINFIELD
cal killers, was rejected by most
state and national lawmakers,
The writer is president of the Somerset County Association of
including Gov. Chris Christie and
Chiefs of Police.
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who prevailed upon PresiLos Angeles, Miami and St. Louis,
your own “shootout at the O.K.
dent Barack Obama to seek
check with your local authorities
Corral.” In case you didn’t know
tougher laws against high-powor call the NRA. No parochial
if your city isn’t one that already
ered assault rifles and multiple
schools are mentioned.
has armed police stationed at its
round magazines.
Peter Lamprakos
public schools, such as AlbuquerJust call 1-800-DOA-FAST to
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